
Noon Bible Study: 1 Timothy 6 (Part 1) 
1 Timothy 6:1-2 - Masters & Slaves 
 

The Roman world of 1 Timothy included slavery and servitude for a variety of reasons.  Some slavery was a form of 
employment, some a way of paying off debt, some as a result of military conquest, some was voluntary, some 
forceable.  Slavery was embedded in and held up the societal framework of the time.  In this letter Paul acknowledges the 
evil and brokenness of the system (calling it a “yoke”, v. 1) and also denouncing slave owners/traders as ungodly (1:10). 
Having another human as one’s slave is wrong - every person has been created in the image of God.  Slavery and human 
trafficking is part of what is broken in this age and some of the New Testament’s writings will be what inspires the 
worldwide abolitionist movement that (sadly) continues today (Gal. 3:26-29; Eph 6:9; Col. 4:1).  Here though Paul will 
address briefly how a Christian slave should endure as they wait for their true master’s return and their eternal 
emancipation. 

 
Slaves should honor their masters and work for the Lord and not for people.  Especially once it is known that the slave is a 
Christian, how they work and serve will be a reflection of their faith in God.  And in cases where a Christian slave is 
serving a Christian master, they should honor and serve them faithfully as well and not assume they can cut corners or be 
negligent because they’re working for a Christian. 

 
There’s an element of this that is unique to the slave/master relationship of the ancient world but we can also glean from 
this teaching for modern day employee/employer relations. 

 
Christians should be the best employees.  Can you even imagine how fortunate a company would be to have someone committed 
to honesty, integrity, love, forgiveness, and humility?  We’re not narrow-minded, lazy, arrogant or looking to cut corners! 
And we’re also not just serving the company or supervisor - we’re serving Christ!  So whether it’s painting a house, serving a 
table, teaching a class, working a register or collecting the trash - we’re doing it as if it were Jesus’ home, meal, 
students, groceries and can on the street. 

 
In addition - in cases where we work for and with other Chritians, we should never assume that means we’re able to give less 
than our best in that context either.  Our family shouldn’t get the leftovers of our hard work and character, they should 
get the best!  Sadly, this has not always proven true for many - but we can do better and right to the glory of God. 

 
Paul is also highlighting that there is no sphere of life that our confession of Jesus as Lord does not affect and influence. 

 
1 Timothy 6:3-5 - False Teachers 
 

The words of Jesus serve as the doctrinal foundation for the church. Here Paul also emphasizes that the Christian doctrine 
must conform to “godliness”, meaning that the result of the teaching must lead to a godly life.  Follow Jesus and become 
like Jesus. Follow someone or something else and you won’t look like Jesus.   
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This is the second time Paul has made such an assertion.  He is calling Timothy to look at the fruit of someone’s life.  He’s 
echoing Jesus’ teaching on how to identify “false prophets” 

 
Matthew 7:15-20 - "Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 
16 "You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 
"So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 "A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor 
can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 
"So then, you will know them by their fruits. 

 
Those who depart from the teachings and lifestyle of Jesus are characterized by Paul in the following ways: 

 
• Conceited - arrogant, prideful. “puffed up” 
• Understanding nothing - foolish. Ironic because they think they know (conceited) 
• Having a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words - sick/unhealthy craving and desire to 

dispute and argue. 
• Which stir up envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions - jealousy, fighting, evil speaking and evil thinking 

are present in such environments.  
• Constant friction with other people who are depraved - continual fighting, mutual irritation, lack of peace 
• Who suppose godliness is a way to gain (money) - in it for the money, in it for themselves 

 
Eugene Peterson summarizes this section like this: “If you have leaders there who teach otherwise, who refuse the solid words 
of our Master Jesus and this godly instruction, tag them for what they are: ignorant windbags who infect the air with germs 
of envy, controversy, bad-mouthing, suspicious rumors. Eventually there’s an epidemic of backstabbing, and truth is but a 
distant memory. They think religion is a way to make a fast buck.” (Euegene Peterson, “The Message” 1 Timothy 6:3-5) 

 
In contrast, Paul reminds us that godliness is a means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment - meaning, not a 
way to get rich through material things, but eternal things, namely relationship with God and life in the age to come (v. 7). 

 
1 Timothy 6:6-10 - Contentment and Money 
 
Q - what does Paul tell us we ought to be content with?  What does it mean to be content? 
Q - Are you content?  Do you find yourself unsatisfied or feeling discontent? 
 

“The love of money is a root of all sorts of evil (v. 10)”.  Paul says that the love of money can cause people to wander away 
from the faith and result in them getting hurt (pierced with many griefs).  That’s pretty serious.  The language of a root 
tells us that this is not something necessarily overt or obvious.  Roots are below the surface of a plant but affect the life 
and fruitfulness of the plant significantly.  What we must guard against is probably not obvious and seen. 

 
Q - How does the love of money manifest itself in someone’s life? 
 

Here are a few thoughts: Working a lot.  Not resting/sabbathing. Not having good boundaries with work. Desiring new and 
updated things when you currently have something that works well.  Feeling jealous of what other people have.  Flaunting 
your possessions.  Not being generous. Not caring for the poor. Not supporting the local church.  Being stingy.  Being in 
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debt.  Being worried about your possessions, career or finances. Complaining. Always looking for the next home update or 
project. Not being thankful. 

 
This section isn’t really addressing income levels - you can be a Christ follower and be wealthy (Paul will specifically 
address wealthy Christians in the next section).  But being wealthy can be risky because there is a subtle deception to riches 
which pollute the soul.  Remember Jesus’ teaching and the warnings he gives: 

 
Mark 4:18-19 - "And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; these are the ones who have heard the 
word, 19 but the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches (Luke 8:14 includes “pleasures of this life”), and 
the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 

 
Matthew 19:23-24 - And Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 24 "Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of God." 

 
So before we handwave this and say “I’m not rich” or “Jesus doesn't say that it’s impossible to enter the kingdom, just difficult”, 
let’s hear the warning and sit in it for a moment.  This is a significant statement.  It’s the surgeon general saying: “smoking 
cigarettes causes cancer”.  It’s the police officer saying: “driving while buzzed/intoxicated causes accidents and accidents 
cause death.” It’s the academic dean saying if you don’t get your grades up you’re going to fail junior year.  It’s your boss 
saying “if you keep showing up late you’re going to lose your job.”  And yet it’s greater than all of those warnings because it’s 
the Messiah saying: “this is a risk you must take seriously because it could cost you entrance in my kingdom.” 
 
Greed is not often mentioned amongst the sins we struggle with, not because it isn’t a sin we struggle with but because it’s not 
looked at as a sin and we don’t struggle with it.  Someone working all the time is commended as a great employee.  Upgrading to 
the newest and next thing is exciting and gets other’s attention.  I’m not suggesting these things in and of themselves are sins 
- but they can be the lab in which ungodly desires and practices get created. 
 
The language used by Jesus and Paul are worth nothing.  Jesus says that riches are “deceitful” and like  
thorns “which enter in and choke the word.” Paul says that wanting to get rich is a temptation and a snare (aka trap).  The 
point is, this particular type of sin and threat is subtle.  You don’t just walk into a trap - except you do! - because you can’t 
see it and so you walk into it without knowing it’s there!  Something that is deceitful is tricky and thorns grow quickly and are 
invasive if the gardener is not on the alert and cultivating the soil consistently.  So if we have any tendency to assume we 
don’t struggle in this area - be careful.  Greed, riches, wealth and worldly desires are not obvious, they are insidious. 
 
As with most things, Jesus is addressing the heart.  It’s our emotions or affections regarding money and wealth and 
possessions.  You can be on food stamps and be greedy.  You can be sleeping on the streets and have a craven love of money. You 
can be lower, middle, and upper class and not be content. Jesus isn’t just calling us to check our bank statement, he’s calling 
us to check our heart. 
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